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HOUSE  CUTS  lELITART  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM  —  SENATE  DEBATE  SOON 

After  hearings  before  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Comnittee  had  been  concluded  on  August  8, 
the  House  received  a  favorable  report  on  H.  R.  the  Mutual  Defense  Act,  from  ll;  mem¬ 

bers  of  the  Committee,  yfith  five  dissenting.  The  bill,  was  brought  to  the  floor  on  August 
18,  and  the  final  238  -  122  vote  resulted  in  the  following  changes  from  the  original  pro¬ 
posal: 

1)  the  anount  for  Europe  was  limited  to  one  year  —  to  end  in  July,  1950,  not  July, 

1951*  The  bill  would  thereby  be  re-considered  next  year. 

2)  the  amount  for  Europe  was  cut  to  instead  of  ^,160,000,000  as  the 

Administration  asked,  Tdiich,  if  the  Act  is  reviewed  next  year,  will  be  no  cut  at 
all. 

The  $239>010,000  for  Greece  and  Turkey,  Iran,  Korea,  and  the  Philippines  was  left  intact. 

Amendments  offered  but  rejected  included  one  idiich  would  have  taken  all  MAP  money  from 
the  regular  national  defense  appropriations;  another  would  have  authorized  $100  million 
for  aid  to  China.  One  would  have  denied  to  Great  Britain  any  aid  so  long  as  she  ’’main¬ 
tains"  partition  of  Ireland;  another  would  have  withheld  assistance  so  long  as  Great 
Britain  "maintains  a  socialistic  government." 

On  August  Richard  R.  Wood  of  Philadelphia  testified  before  the  House  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Affairs  for  the  F  C  N  L  in  opposition  to  M  A  P.  He  urged  immediate  preparatory  steps 
toward  disamament  aid  pointed  out  that  some  action  is  necessary  to  move  ‘the  negotiations 
in  critical  areas  —  such  as  atomic  energy  control  off  "dead  center". 

Meanwhile  the  Senate  Committees  on  Foreign  Relations  and  Armed  Services,  meeting  jointly, 
heard  the  Administration  yritnesses  present  the  case  for  Military  Assistance  and  then,  on 
August  13,  announced  that  hearings  were  closed.  The  Committees  said  the  opposition  had 
been  fully  heard  before  the  House,  and  the  record  would *be  available  to  the  Senate.  How¬ 
ever,  after  considerable  protest,  the  hearings  were  re-opened.  On  August  17,  Norman 
Thomas  appeared  and  criticized  the  way  in  irtiich  the  arms  program  had  been  presented  and 
certain  operational  aspects  of  the  measure.  He  urged,  instead,  an  end  to  the  armanents 
race,  starting  now  by  holding  off  on  M  A  P  until  a  disarmament  program  has  been  tried. 

Senators  Arthur  Vandenberg  and  John  Foster  Dulles  have  already  indicated  some  disagree¬ 
ment  with  the  Administration  Program.  They  would  cut  the  appropriation  for  the  North 
Atlantic  countries  to  $160,990,000,  and  divide  the  remaining  $1  billion  into  half  cash, 
half  contract  authority.  They  would  also  write  in  the  power  of  Congressional  veto  if  the 
mutual  defense  plan  bogs  down. 

The  changes  proposed  by  the  House  or  Senate  do  not  face  up  to  the  real  issues  involved* 
Not  only  should  the  military  assistance  program  be  defeated,  but  there  should  be  a  vigoi>- 
ous  effort  to  re-establish  a  working  relationship  between  East  and  West  in  those  areas 
where  fundamental  principles  will  not  have  to  be  comprcmised. 


On  Friday,  August  19,  D.  Robert  Yamall  of  Phi^delphia  appeared  before  the  Ccmmittees 
as  one  who  has  worked  closely  with  the  American  Friends  Service  Conmittee  and  who  wanted 
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to  urge  an  alternative  program  preparatory  to  disarmament,  not  a  step  like  MAP  TJhich 
would  lead  us  further  away  from  genuine  collective  security.  The  Senate  concluded  its 
hearings  that  day;  its  report  is  expected  this  week.  ( 

Robert  Yarnall  referred  in  his  testimony  to  the  study  of  American-Soviet  relations,  issued 
recently  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Ccmmittee.  Senators  received  copies  of  this  re¬ 
port  with  Robert  Yarnall 's  statement,  and  were  urged  to  consider  the  suggestions  it  makes. 
Copies  may  be  obtained  from  A  F  S  C,  20  South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania. 
Careful  reading  of  it  by  concerned  constituents  and  thoughtful  letters  to  Senators  on  the 
possible  alternatives  in  it  should  reach  Washington  now,  while  the  Senate  is  considering 
what  action  it  will  take, 

BOTH  PARTIES  PUSH  FOR  ACTION  ON  DP  BILL 

H.  R,  h^67,  the  bill  to  liberalize  the  Displaced  Persons  Act  of  19ii8,  was  passed  by  the 
House  on  June  2  and  is  now  in  a  sub-ccaranittee  of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Ccanmittee,  neaded 
by  Senator  Pat  McCarran  of  Nevada,  In  response  to  pressure,  hearings  were  opened,  but 
only  on  such  groups  as  Arabs,  ethnic  Germans,  and  Pakistanians  —  people  not  considered 
DP’s  in  the  present  law. 

At  a  Democratic  Policy  Committee  meeting  on  August  9,  Senator  McCarran  reported  that  he 
could  see  no  need  for  further  legislation  at  this  time.  Senate  Democratic  Leader,  Scott 
Lucas  then  took  the  unusual  step  of  going  to  a  Republican  Policy  meeting  and  announcing 
that  he  would  support  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Judiciary  Committee  frcan  further  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  bill.  Senator  Homer  Ferguson,  Michigan,  a  member  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  has  announced  that  he  intends  to  circulate  a  petition  asking  that  the  sub¬ 
committee  be  discharged, 

SUMMARY  OF  CIVIL  RLGHTS  LEGISLATION 

Anti-Poll  Tax  BtUr^  For  the  fifth  time  since  19U0,  the  House  on  July  26  passed  and  sent 

to  the  Senate  a  bill  outlayring  the  poll  tax.  The  bill,  H,  R,  3199, 
has  been  referred  to  a  sub-committee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Rules  and  Administration, 
consisting  of  John  Stennis,  Mississippi,  Garret  Withers,  Kentucky,  and  Kenneth  Wherry, 
Nebraska.  This  sub-committee  has  held  no  hearings  and  no  action  is  scheduled, 

Anti-Lynching  Legislation;  The  Senate  Judiciary  Coaauittee  has  reported  favorably  on  S,  91, 

a  bill  which  makes  it  a  crime  to  conspire  with  peace  officers 
to  aid  lynchers  in  any  way,  but  does  not  make  participating  in  a  lynch  mob  a  federal  crime. 
This  bill  now  awaits  action  by  the  whole  Senate,  The  House  sub-committee  of  the  Judiciary 
has  held  hearings  on  the  many  bills  before  it,  but  has  not  taken  any  further  action. 

F  E  P  C:  Congressman  Adam  Clayton  Powell,  Jr.,  New  York,  sponsor  of  the  House  bill  H.  R, 
^44-53,  to  set  up  a  Fair  Employment  Practices  Commission,  believes  his  bill,  al¬ 
ready  reported  by  the  House  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  vrilT  stand  a  better  chance 
in  January  than  it  does  at  this  session.  In  the  Senate,  Majority  Leader  Scott  Lucas  has 
said  that  he  hopes  tliat  the  Administration's  F  E  P  C  bill,  S,  1728,  will  be  placed  on  the 
calendar  before  recess.  Further  action  seems  unlikely  this  year,  but  supporters  expect 
both  bills  to  reach  the  floor  in  January, 

Omnibus  Bills;  Sub-committes  of  both  the  House  and  Senate  Judiciary  Committees  have  held 
hearings  on  identical  Administration  omnibus  civil  rights  bills,  S,  1725 
and  H,  R,  Ii682,  These  bills  establish  a  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  in  the  Executive  Branch, 
provide  for  a  reorganization  of  the  civil  rights  activities  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
and  create  a  joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Civil  Rights,  The  bills  also  contain  en¬ 
forcement  provisions  to  guarantee  the  right  to  vote  and  other  civil  rights,  including  the 
elimination  of  segregation  in  interstate  transportation.  The  enforcement  provisions  of  the 
omnibus  bill  and  of  the  F  E  P  C  bi!Ll  present  difficulties  for  those  concerned  about  the 
extent  of  coercion  necessary  or  desirable  in  such  legislation. 


WORLD  GOVERNMENT  PROPOSALS  GAIN  SENATE  SUPPORT 


Congress  this  session  has  shown  a  very  marked  interest  in  moving  toward  world  government. 

In  the  Senate,  38  members  have  gone  on  record  as  sponsoring  one  or  more  of  three  resolu¬ 
tions  leading  toward  more  effective  international  government. 

The  first  plan,  S*  Res.  133  (introduced  by  John  Sparkman  of  Alabama  and  backed  by  Ely  Cul¬ 
bertson),  aims  at  the  establishment  of  an  International  Police  Force  through  revision  of 
the  U  N  Charter.  Should  this  not  be  imaediately  possible,  this  resolution  calls  for  an 
Atlantic  International  Contingent  of  soldiers  fi*om  "states  not  possessing  large  military 
establishments"  and  responsible  to  the  Defense  Committee  set  up  by  the  Atlantic  Pact. 

Eleven  Senators  have  backed  this  proposal  to  set  up  an  Atlantic  defense  force. 

The  second  plan,  S.  Con,  Res,  57  (introduced  by  Estes  Kefauver  of  Tennessee  and  backed  by 
the  Atlantic  Union  Committee,  including  Clarence  Streit),  favors  the  calling  of  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Atlantic  Pact  democracies  to  explore  the  possibilities  of  a  federal  union  among 
themselves.  Eighteen  Senators  support  this  plan. 

The  third  resolution,  S,  Con,  Res,  56  (introduced  by  Chairles  Tobey  of  New  Hampshire  and 
backed  by  the  United  World  Federalists),  says:  ".,,that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress" 
that  it  should  be  a  fundamental  objective  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
support  and  strengthen  the  United  Nations  and  to  seek  its  development  into  a  World  Federa¬ 
tion  open  to  flU  nations  with  defined  and  limited  powers  adequate  to  preserve  peace  and 
prevent  aggression  through  the  enactment,  interpretation,  and  enforcement  of  world  law," 
This  resolution  is  sponsored  by  22.  Senators  and  has  the  support  of  more  than  one  hundred 
Congressmen,  Of  the  three  resolutions,  this  one  is  nearest  to  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
F  C  N  L  at  its  policy  meeting, 

A  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  Elbert  Thomas,  Utah,  Brien  McMahon, 
Connecticut,  Theodore  Greene,  R.  I.,  Alexander  Wiley,  Wisconsin,  and  H,  Alexander  Smith, 
New  Jersey,  has  been  appointed  to  hold  hearings  on  the  various  proposals  before  it.  The 
House  Foreign  Affairs  Comnittee,  of  which  a  majority  favor  the  Tobey  (United  World  Federal¬ 
ist)  proposal,  is  expected  to  hold  hearings  some  time  in  September, 

Senate  rules  make  joint  sponsorship  of  resolutions  possible  and  thus  one  can  make  a  check 
list  of  the  various  Senators  sponsoring  one  or  more  of  the  above  proposals.  For  your  con¬ 
venience  we  have  made  a  list  of  JSenators  favoring  at  least  one  of  the  above  proposals,  1, 
2,  or  3  after  the  name  indicates  sponsorship  of  the  Sparkman,  Kefauver,  or  Tobey  resolu¬ 
tions  respectively, 

Aiken  (Vt,)  1  Frear  (Del,)  2  Johnson  (Col.)  1,3  Morse  (Ore.)  3 

Baldwin  (Conn.)  Z  Fulbright  (Ark,)  2  Johnston  (S,C,)  3  Murray  (Mont,)  3 

Cain  (Vfesh.)  1,  2  George  (Ga,)  2  Kefauver  (Tenn.)  Z  Mundt  (S.  Dak,)  1 

Capehart  (Ind.)  1  Gillette  (lowa)  2  Kilgore  (  W,Va,)  2  Pepper  (Fla.)  3 

Chapman  (^,)  2  Graham- (N.C,)  3  Long  (La,)  3  Sparkman  (Ala,)  1,2,3 

Douglas  (Ill,)  3  Hendrickson  (N.J^J  1,2,3  Magnuson  (Wash.)  3  Stennis  (Miss.)  1 

Downey  (Calif.)  3  Hill  (Ala,)  1,2,3  Maybank  (S,C,)  2  Tobey  (N,H.)  3 

Ecton  (Font,)  2  Hoey  (N,C,)  1  McCarthy  (Wise,)  2  Thye  (Minn,)  2,3 

Flanders  (Vt,)  1  Humphrey  (Minn,)  3  McMahon  (Conn,)  3  Withers  (IQ^. )  2,3 

Hunt  (%-o,)  3  Miller  (Idaho)  2 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  VOLL  CONSIDER  GENOCIDE  CONVENTION 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  appointed  a  sub-committee  consisting  of  Brien 
McMahon,  Conn,,  Elbert  Thomas,  Utah,  Claude  Pepper,  Florida,  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr,,  Mass., 
and  Bourke  B,  Hickenlooper,  Iowa,  to  hold  hearings  on  the  Genocide  Convention,  (For  a 
more  complete  account  of  the  Genocide  Convention,  see  Washington  Letter  No,  65)  It  is 
now  expected  that  hearings  will  be  held  and  action  taken  early  in  January,  As  a  treaty, 
it  requires  a  2/3  vote  of  the  Senate  for  ratification,  but  does  not  need  any  action  by  the 
House, 


APreOPRIATIONS:  DELAY  IN  THE  DECISIONS 


The  granting  of  funds  to  various  government  agencies  is  invariably  delayed  until  the  end 
of  the  Congressional  session.  This  year,  action  seems  to  have  been  especially  slow?  the 
Senate  is  still  debating  funds  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  has  yet  to  consider, 
among  other  items,  appropriations  to  the  National  Military  Establishment  and  a  possible 
Military  Assistance  Program.  Still  in  conference,  ayraiting  decision  on  differences  be¬ 
tween  House  and  Senate  judgment,  are  the  Army  Civil  Functions  Appropriation,  Independent 
Offices  Appropriation  (including  a  difference  of  ^1;.^  million  between  House  and  Senate  ap¬ 
propriations  for  the  now  inactive  Selective  Service  System),  and  the  Foreign  Aid  Appropri¬ 
ation  (E  C  a)* 


MORE  MONEY  NEEDED  FOR  INTERNATIONAL  AGENCIES 

"When  the  United  States  joined  the  International  Labor  Organization,  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization,  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  and  two  other  international  agencies. 
Congress  took  the  unusual  step  of  stipulating  by  law  the  maximum  amount  that  this  country 
could  contribute  to  each  of  these  agencies  in  a  given  year*  To  go  above  that  amount  would 
now  require  an  act  of  Congress  in  addition  to  increasing  the  appropriation.  Such  a  ceil¬ 
ing  has  the  effect  of  preventing  the  expansion  of  any  of  these  agencies,  for  other  coun¬ 
tries  know  that  no  matter  how  much  they  decide  to  contribute  the  United  States  cannot 
increase  its  contribution.  To  remove  these  ceilings  would  enable  our  representatives  to 
work  for  increasing  the  activities  of  the  international  agency  whenever  such  a  move  seems 
desirable. 

H.  J.  Res.  33Uj  recently  reported  by  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  would  not  re¬ 
move  these  ceilings,  but  it  would  make  a  substantial  increase  in  the  amounts  of  the  ceil¬ 
ings.  If  passed,  it  would  not  commit  the  United  States  to  spending  any  more  money,  but  it 
would  give  our  representatives  more  freedom  of  action  in  negotiating.  The  State  Depart¬ 
ment  and  those  in  Washington  interested  in  international  cooperation  feel  that,  althou^ 
they  strongly  urge  the  abolition  of  these  ceilings,  support  should  be  given  to  this  measure 
as  a  demonstration  of  America's  continuing  and  increasing  support  of  efforts  to  solve  world 
problems  through  international  cooperation. 

AID  FOR  STUDENTS 

Presidential  signature  on  S.  J,  Res.  3  is  expected  soon*  The  measure  sponsored  by  Senator 
H.  Alexander  Smith,  New  Jersey,  provides  that  all  further  payments  by  Finland  on  its  World 
War  I  debt  be  applied  to  a  fund  for  Finnish  students  to  come  to  the  United  States  and  for 
the  purchase  of  books  and  technical  equipment  for  schools  in  Finland.  A  letter  of  commen¬ 
dation  to  Senator  Smith  for  this  constructive  measure  would  be  very  appropriate* 

On  August  1,  the  House  passed  H.  R*  5602,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  3,500  Chinese s tudents 
now  studying  in  the  United  States*  The  bill,  would  have  made  available  $1^,000,000  of  \m- 
expended  China  E  C  A  funds  to  those  students  idio  have  been  cut  off  from  the  support  of  the 
Chinese  government*  The  Senate  took  the  same  action  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Foreign  Aid  Appropriations  Bill  which  has  passed  both  houses  and  is  now  in  conference* 
Since  both  houses  have  gone  on  record  as  favoring  this  use  of  the  funds,  the  amendment 
will  probably  be  included  in  the  final  Foreign  Aid  Bill* 

HOUSE  HEARINGS  ON  APPROPRIATION  OF  FROZEN  FUND  TO  C  A  R  E 

Representative  Walter  Judd,  Minnesota,  has  introduced  a  new  bill,  H.  R.  5953,  to  replace 
H.  R.  5l86  (see  Washington  Letter  No*  65)  to  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  the  money 
earned  by  Conscientious  Objectors  during  the  war  and  now  held  in  the  Treasury*  Under  the 
new  bill  the  funds  may  be  used  for  scientific  equipment  as  well  as  for  books  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  under  the  CARE  book  program*  Brief  hearings  iJi  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  are  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  August  23,  but  there  is  no  simil ar  hope  of  action  in 
the  Senate  as  yet* 


\ 


4 


1 


( 


I 


t 


